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Examiner's Remark 

Applicant's amendment, filed on March 11, 2008, has been received and entered into the 
file. Claims 45-56 are pending. 

Regarding applicant's argument that Kanno discloses selecting an area and then simply 
modifying the area; it does not disclose a first and second metadata designing the same area for 
modification, the examiner disagrees. Kanno discloses identifying an area and performing 
various kinds of processing on the area (Fig. 20, col. 7, lines 51-57, col. 11, lines 1-3, col. 17, 
lines 46-62). As recited in the claim, a metadata identifies a region and a colorimetric 
transformation. A metadata disclosed by Kanno is associated with a colorimetric transform on 
the same region (for example, a metadata is associated with hue adjustment, a metadata is 
associated with saturation adjustment, and a metadata is associated with lightness adjustment in 
Fig. 20(c), all of these adjustments are different colorimetric transforms, each transform is 
different from another transform, for example, saturation adjustment is different from hue 
adjustment). Therefore two different colorimetric characteristics are produced for the same 
area. 

Regarding applicant's argument that Nishida is for producing the same color 
representation and consequently one skilled in the art would not look to a reference that "teaches 
away" from the claimed result to combine with Kanno, the examiner disagrees. Nishida teaches 
producing the same color representation so that colors such as skin colors appear to be the same 
for different outputting and displaying devices (abstract, paragraph [0008]-[0009]). To achieve 
same color representation, different colorimetric transformations are used in different displaying 
or outputting devices for the same region. The teaching of Kanno et al is also about converting 
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colors so that colors can be converted to a certain color (abstract, Fig. 20, col. 3, lines 46-55). 
The color conversion or color transform of Kanno et al can certainly be used to obtain same 
color representation of an object on different outputting/displaying devices. Therefore the 103 
rejections of the pending claims have not been overcome by the amendments and arguments. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 45-52 and 54-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kanno et al (US Patent 6,434,266) in view of Nishida (US Patent Pub. 2002/0105661). 

Regarding claim 45, Kanno et al teach a method for modifying at least one colorimetric attribute 
of a predetermined region of a motion picture frame (col. 10, lines 66-67, col. 11, lines 8-10, col. 
12, lines 1-2, the picture frame here can be a motion picture frame) comprising: 

(a) preparing a master motion picture frame having said first predetermined region (Figs. 
10 and 20, col. 5, lines 26-35, col. 7, lines 24-30, a designated area is such a region, col. 17, lines 
46-62); 

(b) generating a first metadata identifying the first predetermined region and identifying a 
first colorimetric transformation for application to the first predetermined region and generating 
a second metadata identifying the first predetermined region and a second colorimetric 
transformation, different from the first colorimetric transformation, for application to the first 
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predetermined region (Fig. 20, col. 7, lines 51-57, col. 11, lines 1-3, different conversions 
correspond to different metadata, col. 17, lines 46-62, for example, a metadata is associated with 
hue adjustment, a metadata is associated with saturation adjustment, and a metadata is associated 
with lightness adjustment in Fig. 20(c), all of these adjustments are different colorimetric 
transforms, saturation adjustment is different from hue adjustment); and 

applying the first colorimetric transform to pixels of said master motion picture frame 
within said first predetermined region, resulting in the first predetermined region having a first 
color characteristics (Fig. 20, col. 17, lines 46-62) 

applying the second colorimetric transform to pixels of said master motion picture frame 
within said first predetermined region, resulting in the first predetermined region having a second 
color characteristics (Fig. 20, col. 17, lines 46-62). 

However they do not explicitly teach 

(c) transmitting said master motion picture frame and first metadata to a first movie 
theater and transmitting said motion picture frame and the second metadata to a second movie 
theater; and 

(d) the first colorimetric transform being applied at the first movie theater, thereby 
modifying the at least one colorimetric attribute and the second colorimetric transform being 
applied at the second movie theater to pixels, thereby modifying the at least one colorimetric 
attribute. 

In the same field of endeavor, Nishida teaches 
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(c) transmitting an image and a first metadata to a first display/print site and transmitting 
the image and a second metadata to a second display/print site (paragraphs [0015], [0030]- 
[0031]); and 

(d) applying a first colorimetric transform at the first display/print site, thereby modifying 
the at least one colorimetric attribute and applying a second colorimetric transform at the second 
display/print site, thereby modifying the at least one colorimetric attribute (paragraphs [0015], 
[0030]-[0031]). 

A printing system taught by Nishida is for display images or picture frames and so is a 
movie theater. It is desirable to adapt to different displaying systems/printing systems and 
increase efficiency in the process of distribution (paragraph [0013] of Nishida). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of invention, to use the 
method of Nishida in the method of Kanno et al so that efficiency in distribution is increased. 

Regarding claim 46, Kanno et al and Nishida teach a method for modifying at least one 
colorimetric attribute according to claim 45. Kanno et al further teach wherein the step of 
applying the first and second colorimetric transform is within predetermined colorimetric limits 
for flesh tones, said predetermined limits specified in said metadata (col. 12, lines 55-61, col. 5, 
lines 23-35, col. 18, lines 45-52, Fig. 20, col. 17, lines 46-62, the designated color can be for 
flesh tones or within the colorimetric limits for flesh tones). 

Regarding claim 47, Kanno et al and Nishida teach a method for modifying at least one 
colorimetric attribute of the first predetermined region of a motion picture frame according to 
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claim 45. Kanno et al teach further the step of displaying a modified master motion picture 
frame (col. 5, lines 23-35). 

Regarding claim 48, Kanno et al and Nishida teach a method for modifying at least one 
colorimetric attribute of the first predetermined region of a motion picture frame according to 
claim 45 wherein the step of preparing a master motion picture frame having metadata comprises 
the steps of 

(a) identify the first predetermined region by processing a master motion picture flame 
and generating said first and second metadata identifying the same predetermined region (Fig. 
20, col. 11, lines 6-16, col. 12, lines 53-67, col. 17, lines 46-62, metadata that corresponds to 
color conversion and adjustment is generated); and 

(b) associating said first and second metadata with said master motion picture frame (Fig. 
20, col. 7, lines 51-57, col. 11, lines 1-16, col. 12, lines 53-67, different conversions correspond 
to different metadata, col. 17, lines 46-62). 

Regarding claim 49, Kanno et al and Nishida teach a method for modifying at least one 
colorimetric attribute of the first predetermined region of a motion picture frame according to 
claim 45. Kanno et al further teach wherein the step of processing said master motion picture 
frame comprises the step of applying a recognition algorithm to said pixels of said master motion 
picture frame (col. 14, lines 45-50, col. 15, lines 1-6, col. 20, lines 1-7, a recognition algorithm is 
implicitly applied, also recognition algorithm is well known in the art to recognize skin area or 
flesh area). 
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Regarding claim 50, Kanno et al and Nishida teach a method for modifying at least one 
colorimetric attribute of the first predetermined region of a motion picture frame according to 
claim 45. Kanno et al further teach wherein the step of applying a colorimetric transform requires 
an operator selection from a plurality of available colorimetric transforms (Fig. 20). 

Regarding claim 51, Kanno et al and Nishida teach a method for modifying at least one 
colorimetric attribute of the first predetermined region of a motion picture frame according to 
claim 45. Kanno et al further teach the step of storing the motion picture frame that was modified 
at either the first or second movie theater/displaying site (col. 5, lines 23-35, col. 18, lines 45-52, 
the data is stored in memory in order to be displayed). 

Claim 52 combines the limitations from claims 1 and 2 and applies to consecutively displayed 
digital motion picture frames and with added limitation: 

(c) receiving said master motion picture and the first metadata at the first movie theater 
and receiving said master motion picture and the second metadata at the second movie theater. 

Nishida teaches (c) receiving image data and a first metadata at the display/print site and 
receiving the same image data and a second metadata at the display/print site (paragraphs [0015], 
[0030]-[0031]). 

Therefore the combination of Kanno et al and Nishida teach claim 52. 
Regarding claim 54, Kanno et al and Nishida teach a method for modifying an original flesh tone 
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in a set of consecutively displayed digital motion picture frames according to claim 52. Kanno et 
al further teach the step of storing said modified set of consecutively displayed digital motion 
picture frames (col. 5, lines 23-35, col. 18, lines 45-52, the data is stored in memory in order to 
be displayed). 

Regarding claim 55, Kanno et al and Nishida teach a method for modifying an original flesh tone 
in a set of consecutively displayed digital motion picture frames according to claim 52. Kanno et 
al further teach the step of substituting said set of consecutively displayed digital motion picture 
frames into said master motion picture to form a modified motion picture (Fig. 20, col. 17, lines 
46-62, when a picture frame is modified and displayed it is substituting the original inputted 
picture frame). 

Regarding claim 56, Kanno et al and Nishida teach a method for modifying an original flesh tone 
in a set of consecutively displayed digital motion picture frames according to claim 52. Kanno et 
al further teach wherein the step of applying said first and second colorimetric transform is 
performed during display of said modified motion picture (col. 5, lines 23-35, col. 16, lines 18- 
26). 



3. Claims 46 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kanno 
et al in view of Nishida, further in view of Patton et al (US Patent, 6,396,599, cited by IDS). 



Application/Control Number: 10/726,253 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2624 

Regarding claims 46 and 53, Kanno et al and Nishida teach a method for modifying at least one 
colorimetric attribute according to claims 45 and 52. However they do not explicitly teach 
wherein the step of applying a colorimetric transform is within predetermined colorimetric limits 
for the original flesh tones, said predetermined limits specified in said metadata. In the same 
field of endeavor, Patton et al teach a step of conforming within predetermined colorimetric 
limits for the original flesh tones, said predetermined limits specified in a metadata (col. 1, lines 
42-55, the flesh tones can be regarded as part of metadata). It is desirable to compensate for 
different skin tones in accordance with customers preferences and reproduce color with pleasing 
tone (col. 1, lines 15-25 and col. 1, line 64-col. 2, line 5 of Patton et al). Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of invention, to use the method Patton 
et al in the method of Kanno et al and Nishida so that skin tones can be adjusted according to 
customer's preference to produce a pleasing tone. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yuzhen Ge whose telephone number is 571-272 7636. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta can be reached on 571-272-7453. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Bhavesh M Mehta/ Yuzhen Ge 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2624 Examiner 

Art Unit 2624 



